Dear ________________________,

The University of California has over 225,000 students and 180,000 faculty and staff.  The California State University system has over 414,727 California students, and 23,581 faculty.

The California Community College system has over 1.8 million students and over 94,000 educators.

And all of us are at risk.

Higher education has always been key to the success of California.  Our students are the state’s future nurses, engineers, authors, teachers, and inspiration.  Our faculty provide the wisdom and intellect to guide and innovate.  And our systems are the vehicles for the poorest, most disadvantaged Californians to embark on the path to success and leadership in our state.

But the state has turned its back on these Californians.  With no comprehensive plan in place for the future of our state, deep cuts to our systems of higher education have left us decimated.  The cuts to the University of California have hurt deeply, stunting the growth and threatening the potential of institutions, such as UC Merced, the hope for thousands of families in the Central Valley.  The cuts to the California State Universities have resulted in a dramatic drop in enrollment numbers, denying 40,000 families and students a path to a better future.

We know that the state as a whole, from families to the government, is suffering from an economic crisis.  The UC, CSU, and community colleges have shared the burden of that crisis.  These cuts to higher education are not only dangerous because they limit the ability of the state to educate its population for a prosperous future, but because they are not accompanied by a concrete plan for the future of the state.

We are not asking for a handout or a bailout.  We are asking for a commitment to quality, and a plan.  We are asking you, as a statewide leader during a time of crisis, to provide a plan to pull higher education out of its downward spiral and push California into the future.  We are asking you to pledge publicly to make that plan to save public higher education a central component of both your campaign in 2010 and your term as Governor.  

Sincerely Yours,

Jesse Cheng

Fourth Year, Asian American Studies

Student Regent-designate

University of California

