LEGISLATION WRITING GUIDE:

How to build a written argument to support the action you wish AGS to take and leave a detailed record for future AGS Councils




↓
↓
↓
↓
↓
Resolution <or Bill> yy-xx   <Title Here>
Sponsored by <Council Member Name Here>, <Council Members School Here> Representative, on behalf of <individual or group (if necessary)>
↓

Presented on <month i.e. December> <day>, <year>

<Vote Required if not majority  i.e 2/3rds.> Vote Required 

→ WHEREAS <Council is committed to a resolution template>,

,  
 → WHEREAS <Council is committed to filling out these templates>,

 → WHEREAS <It is useful to pass useful resolutions>,

 → WHEREAS (if additional points are needed)
 LET IT FURTHER BE RESOLVED (if additional decisions are necessary)


LET IT FINALLY BE RESOLVED (if there were a lot and you’re glad to be done)

FACTS:
-Legislation may only be sponsored by AGS Council Members 
-Council members may put forth legislation regarding any issue their constituents wish AGS to address and take an official stance on  
- AGS Council Members are responsible for writing legislation for grad organizations within their schools who wish for activities funding from AGS
-When writing legislation each point of argument gets its own “whereas” clause and each action required of AGS requires its own “resolved” clause.
EXAMPLE 1
Bill 09-66 Funding Request: SPICMACAY
Sponsored by Denise Stephens, School of Biological Sciences , on behalf of Nilopa Shah and Jayram Moorkanikara Nageswaran of SPICMACAY

 September 1, 2009

WHEREAS it is stated in Article V, Section 4 of the AGS Constitution that “AGS project funds are intended to improve the social and academic environment of the UCI campus for graduate students,”

 WHEREAS SPICMACAY (Society for Promotion Indian Classical Music and Culture Amongst Youth) @ UCI is hosting a concert on October 17, 2009 entitled “Violin Concert by Lalgudi Duo and Troupe,”

 WHEREAS the concert is meant to provide graduate students with an opportunity to experience Indian Classical Music and the musical instrument Violin, played by two of the leading exponents in the field,

 WHEREAS the concert will be widely advertised and open to additional graduate students and faculty to attend,

 WHEREAS the concert will be a nice stress reliever as well as a memorable experience for the musically inclined,

 WHEREAS no such Violin concert has been held in UCI before and students will learn about fusion of oriental and western music

 THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the AGS Council shall contribute $1000 from the Special Projects fund for the SPICMACAY @ UCI “Violin Concert by Lalgudi Duo and Troupe.”

EXAMPLE 2
Resolution 08-61 Approve Funds for Office Painting Supplies
 Sponsored by Annessa Stagner, on behalf of Payel Chowdhury

October 13, 2009

WHEREAS AGS’ does not have office painting supplies,

 WHEREAS Office paintings will be utilized for the creation of banners and other AGS promotional materials, 

 WHEREAS paint supplies will be made available for AGS to use in the AGS Office,

 LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED that $214 be allocated for the purchase of two paint sets.

	2 Paint Sets  ($100 ea.)
	$200

	Est tax
	$14

	TOTAL
	$214


Legislation related to policy/procedure (no money)





When Legislation concerns money





4. Adds to #3 or adds additional information to support action�*May require many more ‘Whereas’ clauses





Who are you writing for? 


a)grad org.


b) your school 


c) AGS committee


d) AGS Council


e) UCI Grads








2. References relevant legislation if it exists 





3. References AGS actions concerning legislation/outlines research/ work done related to issue





What action AGS will take. If funding related it should specify the account number and name for the funding





Each action requires a separate ‘Resolved’ clause. Add additional clauses if necessary





Short Title including action to be taken





Year


(09)





Leg #











